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'"by way of episode.' ' The lesson or moral of the
whole is that the three parties are to tolerate each
other, and to continue the union of Church and State
because that union softens the bitterness of party
feeling, controls th^ fierce spirit of ecclesiasticism,
and prevents the Church being cut off from the
Divine progress of the world.

The first Essay in the volume is on the Gorham
Controversy. It was published twenty years ago in
the Edinburgh Review. We have not at present any
intention of tracing the history of the rise of modern
High Churchism. "We shall really avoid the usual
platitudes about the < godless > eighteenth century. *
"We shall not speak of the ffrost' under Bishop
Butler, and the c thaw' under Dr. Pusey. The com-
placency with which some men in our time condemn
the last century is amusing. The common denuncia-
tion of the immorality of our grandfathers and great-
grandfathers implies a tolerably well-satisfied opinion
of our own progress. To connect the Oxford move-
ment with the repose of the last century is to trace
the Trojan "War to Leda's eggs; and in both cases the
amount of fable is about equal.

We start with the well-known fact, that in the fifth
decade of the present century the High Church party
thought they had sufficient strength to thrust the
* Evangelicals' out of the Church of England. The
decisive battle was fought between the .Bishop'of
Exeter and Mr. Gorham. The subject of th^ir dif*
ference was of significance only as it indicate *t&
different tendencies of the two parties represented by
the Bishop and the Presbyter. Drj Pirflpotte said